
Instructions for Setting up and taking down a Medieval 
(French) Double Bell-End Wedge Pavilion 

By Alicia du Bois (alicia.dubois.antir@gmail.com) 
 

 
 
SETUP 
 
You will need: 
 1 bell wedge tent 
 1 ground tarp 15’x22’1 
 2 upright poles 
 1 ridge pole 
 Stakes 
 mallet 
 
 

                                                 
1 Tarp is 30’x22’. When folded in half it makes a 15’ wide tarp. For reference throughout this 
document, 15’ is the width of the canvas/tarp and 22’ is the length. 
 



1. Lay out the ground tarp. This will help you determine the width of the tent canvas before 
you put it up. Note that the tarp is about 2-3 feet short along the width. This won’t really 
matter when you get it set up but do remember this when planning how close you will be to 
surrounding objects. The canvas cannot be pulled tight before you raise the poles. Situate it 
where you want the tent to go. There are no external ropes on this tent so you don’t have to 
worry about leaving room for them. 

2. Unroll the canvas and orient the door in the proper direction. The tent will be inside out. This 
is meant to protect the outside of the tent from getting dirty/sun faded as you pack/unpack 
it or during storage. Make sure you flip the tent right side out. 

3. Assemble the ridge pole and upright poles. Place them under the canvas in approximately 
the right spots. Just leave them on the tarp under the canvas for now. 

4. Take 4 stakes and the mallet. Start with the two loops that are one loop away from the door 
(not immediately to either side of the door, one loop over from that) at the front of tent. See 
the X’s on this diagram. 

 
5. Situate the canvas with the mud flap tucked inside right at the edge of the tarp. The mud flap 

can be on top of the tarp at this point.  
6. Drive the stakes all the way in making sure the canvas is taut between the stakes.  
7. Take the other 2 stakes you grabbed, go around to the back of the tent, and find the loops 

that line up with the loops you staked in the front. 
8. Again, situate the canvas with the mud flap tucked inside right at the edge of the tarp. The 

mud flap can be on top of the tarp at this point.   
9. Drive the stakes in making sure the canvas is taut between the stakes along the back. DO 

NOT PULL THE CANVAS TIGHT ACROSS THE WIDTH OF THE TENT. You will not be able to 
raise the poles if you do that. 



Now you need to grab a somewhat strong friend. They do not have to lift weights just someone 
reasonably strong. 

10. Untie the door flap ties and crawl inside the collapsed tent with your friend. Find your way to 
the large round grommets with the holes in them which are where the upright poles fit in. 
Take the upright pole and stick it through the hole in the ridge beam and then through the 
hole in the grommet. Advise your friend to do the same. 

11. Grab the upright pole somewhere in the middle and then, together and at the same time as 
your friend (so you don’t twist the ridge beam), lift the canvas up and plant the upright pole 
straight up and down onto the tarp. Adjust to make sure the upright poles are straight. Once 
you stake down the canvas you won’t be able to move them. 

12. The tent should stand on its own now; you can both exit the tent. 
13. Grab the rest of the stakes and head to one of the bell ends. The tent will look like a deflated 

balloon.  
14. Find the loop that is coming straight off the end of the upright pole (#1 in the diagram 

below). This is the center of the bell. This is important, stay with me here or you will find 
yourself with either a very wonky bell end or pulling out stakes. 

15. Pull that loop out as far away from the center pole as you can and stake it down. You want 
this line nice and tight. 

16. Pick a direction to go (left or right) and find the loop in the center of the one you just did and 
the first stakes you did. DO NOT JUST DO THE NEXT LOOP OVER or you will be sorry I 
promise you. Pull that middle loop nice and tight and stake it down. 

17. Keep going, always choosing the middle loop until you’ve staked out the bell end. See the 
diagram for an illustration. I don’t remember exactly how many loops there are in each of 
the bells. The principle is the same. Tuck the tarp under the mud flap when you get to the 
corners, it’s a rectangle so you’ll end up with some extra tarp. 

 



 
 

18. Stake down along the front/back of the tent and remember to keep the mud flap tucked 
under and to keep everything nice and taut. 

19. When you get to the other bell end, follow the same process of doing the center first, etc. 
20. Stake down along the other long edge. It gets easier to keep everything tight as you go. 
21. Once it’s all staked down, go inside and bring the tarp inside and on top of the mud flap. 

Since the tarp is a rectangle it sticks out a bit and needs to be folded/rolled neatly to fit in the 
corners.  

 
TAKEDOWN INSTRUCTIONS: 
 

1. Begin with a friend. Both of you need to go inside the tent and lower the upright poles and 
the ridge. Be careful to do this together so the ridge beam doesn’t twist and break. Lift 
together and tip the ridge gently down onto the ground. Lowering the poles is sometimes 
too hard to do when the tent is completely staked down so you might have to pull up some 
stakes before you can drop the ridge. Don’t remove too many or it will all fall over. Thank 
your friend. You can do the rest on your own if you need to. 

2. Once the roof is down, remove the ridge pole and the uprights from the collapsed canvas.  
3. Remove all the stakes. The easiest way to do this with the nail and washer stakes I use is to 

take two extra nails, work one horizontally under the top of the washer of the stake I’m 
trying to remove, and one horizontally under the bottom of the washer. Then you can pull 
up on the horizontal nails and work the stake out. Another way is to put a nail or two under 
the loop and pull up on the stake that way.  

4. Now you need to fold the canvas. First tie the door shut in a few places. Especially at the 
bottom corners. You don’t have to tie all of them, the goal is simply to make it lay flatter 
when folding and rolling. 



5. Turn the canvas inside out with the door facing up. Fold it in half along the ridge and pull the 
bells out into triangles at the sides like this: 

6. Keep everything as flat and neat as possible.  
7. Fold one pointy end of a bell into the center of the door (see photo above). 
8. Fold the pointy end of the other bell into the center of the door on the other side (see below) 

9. Next fold the pointy ends into the center again to make a rectangle. 



10. Take the sides of your rectangle and fold in toward the center, overlapping. You’re folding 
this rectangle in thirds. 

11. Start rolling from the ridge toward the bottom of the door. 
 

12. Rolled up completely it will fit into a nice tidy package. 
 



 


